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T
HE YouNGHUSBAND INVASION of Tibet (December 
1903-September 1904) and the ensuing Anglo-Tibetan Treaty of 
1904 had ripple effects across the Himalayan region. It changed the 

geography of the trade and human migration networks that linked South Asia 
to Central Tibet, opening tip a new route for trade and later agreements to 
establish mail/telegraph communication lines from British India to Central 
Tibetan cities. Scholars of Tibetan history have noted a variery of major effects 
chis had on Tibetan society, political leaders, and Buddhist institutions, as new 

1. Most of the information on Newar merchants who lived and worked in T ibet was gath
ered from oral histories collected from 1980 to 1982. All of these men were from Kath
mandu, and all became friends: Donam Dorje Namgyal, Tej Ratna Tuladhar, BuddhaJiv
Tuladhar, Sapta Bir Singh ("Cik Sau"), and Pratyek Man Tuladhar. I owe them and their
descendants profound thanks for generously sharing their stories, photos, and· records with
me. The last was most significant for several reasons: Pratyek Man was the great-grandson
of the great Lhasa trader "Dhamma Sau"; he was an inveterate collector of artifacts such as 
photos, negatives, letters, souvenirs from the business, and especially postage stamps. Pres
ent in the closing down of the Newar trading houses in the late 1950s, Pratyek Man rescued
items being discarded by ocher Newar traders in their hasty clearing out from the Bakhor
bazaar in Lhasa. In the early 1980s, I helped his son Sidhartha get hundreds of copy neg
atives made on acetate made from the large glass negatives, storing the latter so they were
not fire hazards; some of these are found in chis article. I do regret not being able to focus 
much more fully on these remarkable merchants, including some of the greatest Kathmandu 
families as well as the Dhakwa families native to Paean. Other ethnic groups from Nepal
Sherpas, Thakalis, and Mustangis from the Gandalci Valley-also traded in small numbers
in Tibet. By now, all of these merchants have passed away. As I was a doctoral student and
new to Nepal in 1979, my first priority was to study contemporary Newar Buddhism among
the Uray merchants of Kathmandu, and this I did. Bue it was often the case that research
inquiries among this exceptional community led to my stumbling into extraordinary "side
caverns" of great interest and historical significance, such as records of the Lhasa traders; the 
art masterworks in every medium possessed by affluent families, including thousand-year
old painted Sanskrit texts; and the modern literary or devotional writings by Uray authors 
such as Chittadhar Hridaya, the greatest modern Newar poet. I did translate his master
piece on the life of the Buddha, Sugata Saurabha, with Subarna Man Tuladhar (Lewis and 
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